
CITY OF OZAWKIE FALL 2016 NEWSLETTER 

Greetings from Councilwoman Jan Brasher 

2017 Budget and Resource Allocation: 

The City of Ozawkie council held a budget workshop on July 14'", 2016 to produce a proposed 2017 
budget. The proposed budget was then published in the Vindicator on July 21, 2016 with the budget 
hearing scheduled on July 27'*̂ . We are happy to announce we were the first city to have our budget 
completed and delivered to the county clerk well before the deadline of August 25, 2016. The mill levy 
rate for the city was decreased from 19.065 to 18.585. The City of Ozawkie has a history of having a 
lower levy that all of the surrounding communities (usually between 25 and 54). Changes enacted 
during the 2016 legislative session could possibly impact the city's revenues. Council will continue to 
review the impact of these changes. In preparing the budget and upon suggestion of the Department of 
Revenue as presented in a budget workshop in June, council determined to provide spending 
authorization to commiserate with the funds available, allowing needed repairs to be completed for 
roads, water system, etc, provided the cash exists. In past budgets, while there were funds available, 
the budgeted authority restricted what could be spent. 

2016-2017 Roads 

While an increase in spending authority will facilitate the ability to use the available cash, the scope of 
the work necessary to adequately upgrade the roads is well beyond current resources. For this reason, 
the council is proposing a 1 % sales tax increase to be designated strictly for road repair and 
maintenance. This proposal will be on the November ballot and all citizens are encouraged to vote "yes" 
to allow the city to do much needed road repair. 

Animal Control and Code Enforcement 

The council has dealt extensively with dogs running loose and in some cases, threatening citizens, 
affecting the well-being and safety of those who wish to walk, children playing and overall outdoor 
enjoyment. PLEASE, be respectful of your fellow citizens and keep your animals on your property and 
properly contained. The council has also had issues with the lack of ability to enforce city ordinances, 
which effects the overall valuation and safety of property. The council has included in the current and 
future budgets a mechanism to help address these issues. 

Lake Perry Corps of Engineer Property 

The city's lease with the Corps of Engineers was not updated for 2015-2016 and is in the process of 
serious negotiation. Councilman Ken Schortmann initiated a meeting with the Corp and he and Mayor 
Nancy Leek will be negotiating a lease agreement. Information from the meeting will likely be discussed 
at the September 12"̂  regularly scheduled council meeting. There has been some confusion as to what 
the rights are of the citizens whose property adjoins corp property and many violations have occurred. 
Make sure all debris, flower beds, gardens, bird houses, toys, etc. are not placed on corp property at 
ANY time. Corp property begins at the yellow markers and mowing ONLY is allowed between the yellow 
and white markers NO cutting of trees, bushes, vegetation without the consent of the city and the 
corp. 



ivieiiueii/uzdWKit; uurciry 

Librarians came and spol<e with council on August 8th about all the many resources available to citizens 
and wanted to stress that this is Ozawkie's library and they would love any input on how they can serve 
our area. The interest and /or suggestions by our residents will determine what services will be 
provided, some even occurring at the community building right here in Ozawkie. The available services 
include, but are not limited to, classes on computer usage, Facebook, uploading ebooks and emagazines, 
accessing the state library, delivery of books to shut-ins, etc. All are welcome to call or visit the Meriden 
location for more information or to give suggestions. 

Elections 

PLEASE GO VOTEII! No matter what your party affiliation is, this is when our voice as citizens can be 
heard!! Yard signage is encouraged but regulated, so make sure you follow the city ordinances. Take a 
little time on November 2"'^ to cast your ballot! 

TIPS FOR A BEAUTIFUL LAWN 

Don't let your grass get too tall. Dah! You knew that. Piles of dead grass don't look good on your lawn 
and they're not good for it. 

Don't cut your grass too short. When you scalp your lawn down short the grass is stunted and the 
weeds get a chance to take over each time you do this. 

If your grass gets too high it's better to mow off one-third of the grass and wait a couple days before 
mowing down to where you want it. 

Overseed your lawn with a good quality seed in early September. Fertilize with nitrogen in September 
and November. Spread crabgrass preventive in the spring prior to the red bud tree's bloom. Use a 
broadleaf killer for dandelions, etc., in the spring and summer. 

One more thing—when you mow don't blow your grass clippings into the street. This looks bad and is 
bad for the street and clogs the gutters and storm drains. If you do mow that direction just run your 
mower down the street and blow the clippings back into your yard or use a leaf blower. 

Thanks for your help in keeping Ozawkie the most beautiful little city in northeast Kansas. 

FREE LAWN AND GARDEN WASTE DISPOSAL 

Ozawkie has an area behind the city shop for trees, brush, lawn and garden waste. There is an area for 
trimmings that can be burned and there's an area for leaves to be composted. Dump clippings or leaves 
out of plastic bags and take bags with you. 

The city's contract with Ball Trash does not include picking up vegetation. Don't fill the truck up with 
vegetation. Use the free dumpsite. Thank you. 



Points to Ponder August 8 2016 

Since I last wrote you. Mayor Stanton resigned and the president of city council, Don Schaffer became 
mayor. Two months later, Don Schaffer resigned as mayor. The president of city council again 
became mayor and that person was me. I am not excited to be mayor because I liked being on city 
council and doing utilities. I am still in charge of Phase I I project. You citizens voted for me and the 
project and I will see the project to the end. Will I be the best mayor —probably not. Will I be an 
effective mayor -who knows. Will I as mayor keep the citizens and the City of Ozawkie interest first 
—yes I will . But to be effective, we must work together. I f you have a problem with what city council 
is trying to do, put your question in writing and send to the city clerk if you can't make the monthly city 
council meeting. Keep in mind that members on city council and the mayor are volunteer elected 
positions. No one is paid. It's easy to criticize, but harder to find a solution. 

I was disappointed that very few citizens came to the last Town Hall Meeting. Around August 15, K . C . 
Construction will be moving equipment into town for Phase I I . The project called Phase I I will finally 
start. They will start at the north end of town and move south. They ask that the citizens do not get 
close to where they work. You may watch from a safe distance. This is for the citizens safety. 

We received 2 bids on our water well #2. One bid was not detailed regarding how work would be done 
and what the parts would be. One bid was very detailed and that bid was from Layne out of Kansas 
City. We are very pleased with Layne as they know our system and have worked here for many years. 
City council voted yes to proceed with this bid at a cost of $31,372. The work should start soon. The 
K S W R has been watching this well for some time and has gently prompted the city to upgrade this 
well. This is another forward step the city is doing. 

Our pump house is still in the information stage. Council knows the streets need repair and are looking 
into several options. Council also knows there is a barking dog problem. I f you have a dog, or dogs, 
try to be a good neighbor regarding this problem. 

When you mow your lawn, please mow so your grass does not go into the streets. Grass in the streets 
makes the city look unkempt. 

The past few months have been very unsettling. It would be easy to walk away. I know that a house 
(town) divided will not stand. So regardless i f your a homeowner or a renter, we all live in Ozawkie 
and it's our responsibility to take care of our city. 

Your mayor, 

Nancy Leek 



The Meriden - Ozawkie PubUc Library 
would like to know how we can better serve 
the City of Ozawkie. Here is a list of things 

we would like to offer in Ozawkie: 
• Story-Time 
• Computers for public use 
• Books delivered to people that cannot drive to the library 
• Computer Classes 

Give us your ideas! 
Services we now offer that you may not be aware of: 
• eBooks through Overdrive 
• Flipster online Magazines 
• Hoopla Digital for children and adults - movies, audio 

books and music 
• Check out the internet by borrowing a MiFi device. 

Please call or stop in to let us know how we 
can better serve you. 

Phone: 785-484-3393 

This is Y O U R Library we are here to serve Y O U ! 


