
Official City of Ozawkie Council Meeting Minutes 

January 12, 2015 

 

Council members present: Councilman Mel Armstrong (acting as Mayor due to Steve Stanton’s 

absence), Councilman Don Schaeffer, Councilman Joe Beck, Councilwoman Jan Brasher, and 

Councilwoman Nancy Leek. 

Others in attendance: Sandra Goetz, Margaret Payne, and City Clerk Gail Dillenbeck. 

 

1. Call to order and opening comments 

 Meeting called to order at 7:00p.m. by Mel Armstrong.  Mel opens the floor for comments and 

there are none. 

 

2. Council comments, questions, concerns 

 None expressed. 

 

3. Discussion of rental property in Ozawkie 

 Mel reports that he called and spoke with League of Kansas Municipalities (LKM) about several 

questions that have risen in previous meetings.  Mel was told we cannot limit the number of rental 

properties in Ozawkie or limit the number of rentals any one particular person can own. Mel was also 

informed that we can impose a deposit on any new residents coming in, but it will not apply to those 

already here.   The deposit must be across the board, not just for rentals.   Nancy expresses that we as a 

city need to make the homeowner/landlord responsible for the bill and let them collect it from their 

tenants.   Don asks again about the deposit and confirms that it won’t be applied to those already 

residing here.  Jan comments that the deposit has been needed for a long time and definitely needs 

implemented.  Joe asks about an amount and Gail responds that $150.00 would cover the average bill 

for two months and we as a city don’t let them get further behind than that. Nancy says that Lee 

Hendricks, City Attorney, will be attending next month’s meeting and all should be thinking of ways, 

amts, etc. to vote on in February. 
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4. Discussion of codes/fees for P&Z 

 Packets of info were given to the council members just prior to the council meeting beginning 

and Sandi Goetz begins by going through the proposed changes to the fees, inspection process, etc.  In 

regards to fencing, Nancy asks about the one home given a variance for a front yard fence and if that 

expires when the current homeowner leaves.  Joe and Jan both say that a variance goes with the 

property and that as long as the fence is there, it can remain, if it’s ever torn down, it cannot be 

replaced without a new variance granted.  Joe moves to adopt the suggested changes to P&Z, Nancy 

seconds, all agree.  

 

5. Approval of Agenda 

 Mel asks if anyone needs an executive session, and all respond “no”.  Don moves to approve 

agenda as written without an executive session, Nancy seconds, all agree. 

 

6. Approval of consent items 

 a) Minutes from December 8, 2015-Nancy moves to approve minutes as written, Joe seconds, all 

agree. 

 b) Treasurer’s report-Joe asks that in regards to sewer balance, the treasurer’s report should 

reflect the $100 the account started with and should begin and end with that.  The way it is stated is 

confusing.  Don moves to approve the treasurer’s report, Joe seconds, all agree. 

 c) Warrant register-Spelling correction suggested by Joe for check#11376 to read webinar, not 

webnar.  Joe asks for clarification on the $105 overdraft fees and is told by Gail that these were due to 

paychecks being issued late.  Nancy moves to accept November 2014 warrant register, Don seconds, all 

agree. 

 

7. Reports (approval of) 

 a) Planning and zoning-Sandi states that Heather Beck was introduced to the committee as a 

new member.  The committee reviewed and discussed the permit process and fees and came up 

collectively with the new proposed way.  Sandi answers any questions council has about the packet 

given them.  P&Z requests that council consider changing some wording in the regulations of swimming 

pools, since there is no wording to define “temporary”.  She also requests that council consider changing 

the deck height that requires an inspection from the current 24” to 30”.  All agree to consider and 

discuss at a later meeting. 

 b) Utilities-Nancy reports that we as a city had to buy a booster pump for the pump house that 

stopped functioning on January 1.  Nancy states that water usage for 2014 was about the same as in 

previous years.  The city had a water break and then there was another one at Keystone.   
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Nancy announces that 3 council positions are opening this April and anyone wanting to file for the 

election must do so by Jan 27th.  The city sewer project phase II town hall meeting has been scheduled 

for February 17th at 7:30p.m. and that one, maybe two notifications will be sent as well as a newspaper 

ad and the signage at Caseys.  She would like to see a large turnout. Construction on the lift stations 

should begin in mid-February.  Sam Johnson, Brian Kingsley, and Lee Hendricks will be here for this 

meeting.  Mel asks if fire hydrant has been completed, and Nancy responds that she isn’t sure, but will 

ask Scott.  Mel says this is a liability for the city.   

 c) Governmental affairs-Don reports that the bid for the road construction for the walking trail 

came about $1000 under the estimate.  The Corps of Engineers wants more information about it, due to 

another new person being placed in that position.  Don states that he will have more information next 

meeting after meeting with the Corps. 

 d) Law enforcement-Jan states she has a write up to place in the next newsletter and gives it to 

Gail.  Issues from last meeting are dogs and speed.  Jan states that both problems have been ongoing for 

many years.  Jan suggests speed bumps and /or lowering the speed limits by the park.  Mel states that 

the speed bumps cannot be done until the streets are worked on and it will be spring before that will 

occur. 

 e) Parks-Joe inquires about community involvement and wants ideas from the council.  Mel 

suggests we do activities in the park during the city-wide garage sales.  Jan states that there used to be a 

festival every year.  Joe says that in 2011 the city did a pumpkin carving, hot apple cider, bonfire and a 

Halloween movie showing.  Joe suggests a possible driftwood dance or a community garden either on 

city property or on Corp ground.  Don states he will speak to the Corps about it, but it might be better if 

it was more visible. 

 f) Streets-Mel reports that there is someone interested in the lots on Main Street between Just 4 

Hair and Caseys and he’ll have more on it next meeting.  Sandi states that there are still issues with the 

names on the lots, that it’s listed as an LLC at the county.  Mel says he will check into it.   

 

8. Meeting adjournment 

 Joe moves to adjourn the meeting, Jan seconds, all agree.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:17p.m. 
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