
Official City of Ozawl<ie Council Minutes 

August 11, 2014 

Council members present: Mayor Steve Stanton, Council President Mel Armstrong, Councilwoman 
Nancy Leek, and Councilman Don Schaeffer. Councilman Joe Beck is absent. 

Others in attendance: Sandi Goetz, Margaret Payne, James Shaw, Marilyn Blevins, Wayne McNary, 
Scott Gibson, and Gail Dillenbeck. 

1. Call to order and opening comments 

Mayor Stanton called the meeting to order at 7:01p.m. and opened the floor to comments. 
There are no comments or issues brought forth. 

2. Walking trail expansion 

Mayor Stanton expresses concerns that have been brought to his attention in calling the walking 
trail a "park". The issues are having to have handicap accessible parking etc. Steve says we need 
specifics on what the Corp of Engineers expects from the city to make this happen. Scott Gibson says 
that in conversations with the Corp about this, the city would need a gate and in checking on said gate, 
the cost for steel alone would be over $500. Scott also expresses concern with youth and using trail as 
an ATV playground and the city's liability for problems or accidents. Don rebuts about parking lot and 
says his idea was just a few railroad ties and gravel so it would be easily removed later if need be. Steve 
read aloud lease agreement with the Corps of Engineers about requirement of insurance and says that 
this needs to be checked to see if city's current policy would be sufficient. Scott also adds to check to 
see what requirements, if any, are expected of parking lot, like trash pickup, signs for hours and what 
they should state, leashed animals, etc. Don rebuts that he feels the city council is against having this 
happen and that 1/3 of Jefferson County residents are obese and this would give opportunity to many 
for exercise. Scott says that the council isn't opposed to having the park, they just want to cover all the 
bases before there is an issue. Council all agrees. Steve adds that this is a money/liability issue and all 
the questions need to be answered to proceed. Margie Payne interjects that in the past with the Corp 
you can't trust what one person says because when positions change hands, ideas change. 
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3. Council comments, questions, concerns 

Steve announces that the streets department has $23,000 in their budget and there has been 
$60,000 budgeted for a new city building. If the building fund isn't used, it will be transferred to another 
fund. Ken is out of town, so he is not present. 

4. Approval of agenda 

Steve mentions that the date is incorrect and should read August 11 and that no executive 
session is needed, but in its place to discuss budget approval. Mel moves to accept the agenda with the 
two changes mentioned, Nancy seconds, all agree. 

5. Approval of consent items 

a) Minutes from July 14, 2014 

Mel moves to accept the July 14 minutes, Don seconds, all agree. 

b) Treasurer's report 

Don questions pest control charges and thinks that this should be on the township? Gail 
is asked to check into this. Mel moves to accept the treasurer's report. Don seconds, all agree. 

c) Warrant register 

Mel moves to accept June warrant register, Nancy seconds, all agree. Mel moves to 
accept July warrant register, Nancy seconds, all agree. 

6. Reports(approval of) 

Planning and Zon/ng-Sandi reports that the last meeting discussed changing the permit 
paperwork as far as fonts, adding a checklist, and a section for the clerk to document when fees have 
been paid. She also adds that the idea was brought up to have a release form for residents to sign 
saying that if maintenance workers found markers/property pins that the homeowner realized that this 
was an estimation and not exact. Sandi requests that it be placed on the website and the newsletter 
that P&Z is looking for additional members. 

Ut/V/t/es-Nancy reports that we have received an acceptable bid for repair to the leak on the 
water tower. It will still need electrical work and painted in the future. Lift station #3 well is only 4ft 
around and to place a new pump, it must be at least 5ft. We will be drilling on lift station #2 in the next 
couple of weeks. At next council meeting a comparison sheet from BG for the original numbers and 
where we are currently will be available. Nancy adds that the plans for new pumps are here now, if 
anyone wants to look at them. Nancy announces that a new checking account has been set up for the 
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sewer project so as to not disrupt the city's current account for all other monies. Mel asks how much 
bid is for fixing water tower and Nancy says between $3000 and $4000. When repair work is done, the 
residents will be without water for approximately day. Mel reports that he repaired a sewer line on 
Cottonwood at the homeowner's expense. 

Governmental affairs-Don attended the Economic Development meeting recently. It was 
discussed at the meeting that there is a need for more rental property in Jefferson County and Don was 
remembering the council discussion about limiting the number of rental/landlords here in town. Don 
adds that many people aren't able to afford home ownership and we may be missing opportunity to 
grow. We may also look into having a listing of all businesses in Jefferson County so people can/will 
shop locally. 

Law enforcement-nothing to report. 

Parks-nothing to report. 

Streets- Mel states to do speed dips instead of speed bumps, there is a $1500-$2000 cost of 
renting the machine and they can all be done in one day. Mel is trying to correlate these with the water 
run-off so they don't cause issues. Signs would need posted and Mel is waiting on a bid for signs. 

7. Budget approval 

Mel moves to accept the budget, Don seconds, all agree. All council members signed the 
budget. 

8. Adjourn meeting 

Mel moves to adjourn at 7:59p.m., Don seconds, all agree. 
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